
What is The Big Read? 
 The NEA Big Read broadens our understanding of 

our world, our communities, and ourselves 
through the joy of sharing a good book. The 
Library is one of 75 nonprofit organizations to 
receive an NEA Big Read grant to host a 
community reading program. This program will 
provide the community the opportunity to connect 
to one another in a variety of creative ways 
through book discussions, special events, and 
informative programs for all ages. Participation is 
free and open to anyone.

Read 
Station Eleven 

with us

About Station Eleven: 
Station Eleven, written by award-winning author 
Emily St. John Mandel and published in 2014, is a 
post-apocalyptic novel that tells the story of a 
small band of actors and musicians 20 years after 
a flu pandemic has wiped out 99% of the Earth’s 
population. Like other books in the genre, it 
highlights the fragility of our existence, our violent
nature and our capacity to survive despite the 
inevitable hardships of starvation, loneliness and 
chaos; however, the story is not one of horror and 
mayhem, but a world of hope, of people coping 
with nostalgia and loss, both in the present and 
the future, and of the power of art and 
relationships to fulfill us, sustain us, and nurture 
us back to our best selves.

Because
Survival is 

Insufficient

- Emily St. John Mandel

The Jackson-Madison County Library 

Presents

The Big Read
featuring the novel

Station Eleven
by Emily St. John Mandel

Join our community in The 

Big Read, as we come 
together for a variety of 
exciting free events and 

programs for all ages.

If the world as we know 
it were to end, what 

would you miss most?

The Friends of the Jackson- 
Madison County Library

The Joseph E. Martin 
Shakespeare Circle

The Big Read is made possible by the generous support of:

The Big Read is a program of the National Endowment for the 
Arts in partnership with Arts Midwest.

The Big 
Read is for 
kids too!

The Big Read is for all ages! We've selected these 
award-winning companion titles perfect for young 
children, tweens, and teens! Check out The City of 
Ember by Jeanne DuPrau and Blackout by John 
Rocco! Teen Book Club and Family Book Club will 
also feature these titles.  www.JMCReads.org



September Events Pick Up Your Copy of Station Eleven !
Free copies of Station Eleven will be distributed 
during The Big Read Kickoff Event on Sept. 9 at 
the Main Library while supplies last, and hundreds 
of additional copies will be available for checkout 
and electronic download. Also, the two companion 
titles, The City of Ember by Jeanne DuPrau, and 
the picture book Blackout by John Rocco, will be 
available for younger audiences. 

@JMCRead/JMCLibrary
www.jmcreads.org

Visit our Big Read website for a listing of all 
events with times and locations, download reader 

guides and more!

All events are free and open to the 
public. Registration is not required.

Friends of the Library Noon Review 
Learn how to host a book discussion and sign up to 
get a book club kit to host your own group. 

The Big Read Kick-Off Event 
Get your copy of Station Eleven, enjoy entertainment,
storytime with Mayor Gist, crafts, and the screening of 
the documentary Landfill Harmonic. 

CO:mmunicate @ the CO 
Is no news good news? A panel of local media 
personalities and professionals will discuss access to 
information and how that shapes our individual and 
collective lives. 

History: What We Choose to Remember and Why 
Discussion led by historian and genealogist Jack 
Wood. Participate in a living museum experience and 
let us capture your history in our digital history 
project. Book discussion to follow. 

Mask Making @ Colors of Fall Art Festival 
Come out to the fall art festival at Art in the Village 
and make your own theatrical mask. 

Survival is Insufficient: Screening of Star Trek 
Voyager 
Watch the episode of Star Trek Voyager that inspired 
the motto of The Traveling Symphony and also enjoy 
Star Trek themed activities. 

Beer with the Bard: Shakespearean Pub Crawl 
Enjoying traveling throughout downtown Jackson to 
visit several of our local watering holes and fine tune 
your Shakespearean insult game. 

Jackson International Food & Arts Festival 
Visit our booth to contribute to our community art 
project and take our "Blackout" challenge.
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Could You Survive a Global Pandemic? 
The American Red Cross's Pillowcase Project is a 
great way for children to learn how to prepare for any 
type of disaster. Adults will hear from a panel of local 
experts about disaster preparation. 

I Heart the Arts Makerspace Event 
Check out the Makerspace at the Main Library as we 
create using our 3D printer and more. 

Keynote Presentation @ U of M Lambuth 
Members of our local academic community will 
present a panel discussion about the literary themes 
found in Station Eleven. Book discussion to follow. 

Instrument Petting Zoo @ the Starlight Symphony 
Amro Music will have a variety of instruments set up 
at the Jackson Symphony's annual Starlight 
Symphony for you to touch and play. 

The Complete Works of William Shakespeare 
(abridged) @ the Suites of Larue (19-21) & @ the 
AMP (22) 
Enjoy Shakespeare under the stars with this 
humorous full-length production that parodies the 
plays of William Shakespeare. 

COtoberfest @ the CO 
See how local artists interpret the motto, "Survival is 
Insufficient" and check out all the cool things 
happening at the CO. 

Comic Book & Graphic Novel Fandom @ 
Nerdvana 
Why are comics & graphic novels so popular? What's
happening with your favorite series? Create your own 
comic too and enter to win a Nerdvana gift card. 

Tennessee Shakespeare Company Performance 
of "Shake(s), Rattle & Roll" @ Community 
Montessori 
Enjoy this lighthearted original production that links 
the music of Memphis to the works of Shakespeare.
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Come Discuss the Book With Us!
All are welcome to attend a book discussion. 
Advanced registration is not required. If you have 
any questions, contact Jenci Spradlin, Big Read 
program coordinator, at 425-8600 or 
jspradlin@madisoncountytn.gov. 

9/7 Friends of the Library Noon Review @ Main Library 
9/13 Main Library @ Noon 
9/14 Woodstock on the Square @ 7:30 am 
9/19 Following the History discussion @ the Main Library 
9/20 Main Library @ Noon 
9/22 North Branch @ 10:00 am 
9/25 Snappy Tomato Pizza South @ 5:30 pm 
9/27 Main Library @ Noon 
9/29 North Branch @ 10:00 am 
10/2 Woodstock on the Square @ 7:30 am 
10/4 Main Library @ Noon 
10/6 North Branch @ 10:00 am 
10/10 Following the Keynote event @ U of M Lambuth 
10/11 Main Library @ Noon 
10/12 North Branch @ 5:00 pm 
10/13 North Branch @ 10:00 am 
10/16 Main Library @ 6:00 pm 
10/18 Main Library @ Noon 
10/21 Comic & Graphic Novel Event @ 2:30, Nerdvana 
10/23 Snappy Tomato Pizza South @ 5:30 
10/25 Main Library @ Noon 

Does your book club want to read Station Eleven? 
Reserve your book club kit today!

#JMCReads


